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Total  Population  (estimate  for  year) 

,,  ,,  (at  Census  191  1 ) 

Area  of  Borough,  in  acres 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 
Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  births 
Total  rateable  value  of  Borough 
Assesable  value  - _ _ . 

Id.  rate  yields  _ _ _ _ 


- 13,361 

- 13,385 

- 4,498 

- 3,256 

25.4 
11.3 
67.6 
-^51,611 
-re  1,567 

- ^215 


Co  the 

Mayor,  Alderujet),  O'  ^oapcil 
of  the  Bopoasrh  of  Gast  Retfopd. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
sixth  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough. 

NATURAL  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  DISTRICT, 

Population.  This  is  the  last  year  before  the  new 
census,  and  as  usual  the  estimation  of  the  population  is 
more  difficult  than  when  the  census  is  less  remote,  as 
the  errors  are  liable  to  be  increased.  It  would  be  all 
to  the  good  if  the  census  could  be  taken  quinquennially 
instead  of  decennially  as  at  present.  On  this  occasion, 
moreover,  the  difficulties  are  considerably  increased  by 
the  losses  during  the  war  and  during  the  great  pandemic 
of  influenza,  and  the  subsequent  migration  of  the  people. 
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At  a census  of  19  il,  the  population  was  found  to  be 
13,385,  at  that  of  1901,  12,385,  so  that  in  normal  times 
the  natural  increas  - would  have  given  a population  for 
this  year  of  14,  638.  I'he  Registrar  General  has  estim- 
ated the  ])opulation  to  he  13,361,  and  this  year  gives 
only  one  estimate  for  the  calculation  of  l)oth  birth  and 
death  rates.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  loss  to  the 
town  by  war  and  other  causes  has  been  estimated  at 
1,277  persons.  Aly  own  estimate,  founded  on  pre-war 
ligures,  modified  by  local  knowledge,  fixes  the  total  at 

13,758. 


Physical  Feature.§  and  Genera!  Character. 
The  town  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  undulating  country 
and  lies  somewhat  in  a hollow.  The  western  portion 
is  built  on  the^red  sandstone,  the  eastern  on  the  clay. 
The  River  Idle  flows  through  the  town  and  there  is  a 
bed  of  alluvial  deposit  on  which  some  portion  is  built. 
The  Idle  is  a tributary  of  the  Trent  which  it  joins  at 
Stockwith.  For  a portion  of  its  course  through  the 
town  the  river  is  banked  up  and  occasionally  rises  to  a 
higher  level  than  the  surrounding  land,  and  portions  of 
the  town  wouldTe  frequently  flooded  were  it  not  for  the 
artificial  banks. 


In  the  main,  the  population  is  dependent  on  agricul- 
ture and  matters  ancillary  thereto.  A well  attended 
market  is  held  every  Saturday  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
Produce  and  a cattle  market  is  held  every  Monday. 
There  are  some  iron  works,  a wire  making  works,  an 
indiarubber  factory,  paper  mill,  and  a large  dyeing  and 
cleaning  works,  at  all  of  which  a considerable  number  of 
hands  are  employed  and  in  addition  there  are  a large 
number  of  men  employed  on  the  railway.  A good  many 
women  and  girls  are  employed  on  the  land  in  the  town 
and  surrounding  country  at  market  gardening. 


The  town  is  served  by  two  main  lines  of  railway, 
north  to  south  and  east  to  west,  which  make  a junction 
wath  one  another. 

The  Chesterheld  canal  passes  through  as  also  does 
the  Great  North  Road  which  enters  at  the  143rd  mile 
from  London. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  any  employment  carried,  on 
is  noticeably  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the  workers  and 
so  far  as  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community  is 
concerned  there  is  a distinct  advantage. 

The  Borough  is  fortunate  in  having  a well-known 
Grammar  School  of  Edward  VI  foundation  and  a Gounty 
High  School  for  girls,  in  addition  to  the  elementary 
schools. 

Taking  the  town  on  the  whole,  there  is  good  air 
space  between  the  streets  and  houses.  This  minimises 
the  usual  effect  of  town  life  and  makes  it  approach  more 
the  rural  conditions  to  the  great  gain  of  health. 

For  recreation  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  outdoor 
sports  of  which  good  use  is  made,  and  of  indoor  enter- 
tainments, especially  during  the  winter,  there  are 
plenty. 

There  are  good  swimming  baths,  owned  by  the 
Corporation,  and  these  are  made  great  use  of,  especially 
by  the  young.  Swimming  competitions  are  held  and 
eagerly  taken  part  in. 

A public  library  would  be  a great  gain  to  the  town 
and  it  would  be  desirable  to  institute  one,  but  this  is  a 
luxury  which  must  wait  until  prices  are  not  so  pro- 
hibitive. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Births  numbered  340.  168  boys  and  172 

girls,  the  birth  rate  is  thus  25.4,  a very  high  figure  com- 
pared with  recent  years,  and  6.8  per  thousand  more  than 
last  year.  It  corresponds  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  but  is  lower  than  that  for  the  towns.  Of  these 
births,  23  were  illegitimate. 

The  Deaths  from  all  causes  of  residents  numbered 
151,  of  these  85  were  males  and  66  females.  The  death 
rate  is  thus  11.3  which  corresponds  with  that  for  the 
smaller  towns  and  is  less  than  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  and  London. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  were  23,  giving  a 
mortality  per  thousand  births  of  67.6.  The  deaths 
amongst  infants  from  diarrhoea  were  four  in  number, 
giving  a death  rate  of  11.6  per  thousand  births.  This 
shows  an  increase  in  the  deaths  amongst  infants  over 
the  very  low  number  for  last  year,  which  was  a record. 

Measles  caused  four  deaths,  being  .16  per  thousand 
and  2.7  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  caused  11  deaths  giving 
a rate  of  .82  per  thousand  and  7.28  per  cent  of  deaths 
from  ah  causes. 

The  deaths  from  respiratory  conditions,  including 
tuberculosis  numbered  38,  a rate  of  2.8  per  thousand 
and  being  25.16  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  amount  of  pauperism  is  not  great  and  there  is 
not  a great  call  on  the  beds  of  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

Hospitals.  There  is  a Hospital  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  containing  20  beds.  It  is  made 
good  use  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the 
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surrounding  country,  there  are  mostly  surgical  cases 
admitted.  In  connection  with  this,  there  is  a Dispensary 
for  the  treatment  of  outpatients  of  the  necessitous  class 
and  of  which  good  use  is  made.  There  is  of  course 
not  such  a large  attendance  as  in  the  days  before  the 
National  Insurance  Act.  A scheme  is  afoot  for  the 
building  of  a new^  Voluntary  Hospital,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Governors  will  see  their  way  clear  to 
doing  so,  but  the  present  price  of  building  is  against  it, 
arjd  it  may  have  to  wait  unless  some  temporary  scheme 
can  be  evolved  or  more  money  be  forthcoming.  The 
Corporation  have  a temporary  Isolation  Hospital  situated 
in  the  town  for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  with  two  beds  for  diphtheria  which  may  require 
special  treatment.  The  premises  have  long  been  felt  to 
be  unsuitable  and  plans  were  made  and  passed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  a new  Hospital  on  a new 
site.  The  disturbances  caused  by  the  war  occasioned 
the  matter  to  be  dropped  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how, 
with  the  present  price  of  building,  and  the  high  rates, 
any  commencement  can  be  made  with  the  scheme. 
The  negotiations  for  obtaining  the  building  mentioned 
in  my  report  last  year  unfortunately  fell  through.  It 
is  highly  desirable  that  a Hospital  should  be  built  as 
soon  a circumstances  permit. 

There  is  also  a wooden  building,  erected  18  years 
ago,  for  the  isolation  of  small  pox  cases.  In  spite  of  its 
temporary  nature,  it  is  in  excellent  condition.  It  is 
used  occasionally  for  the  accommodation  of  patients 
other  than  small  pox  in  times  of  epidemic  and  is  a 
useful  asset. 

The  provision  of  a small  lying-in  hostel  would  be  a 
great  convenience  to  the  poor  and  others  who  could 
pay  a small  fee  but  who  have  very  little  accommodation 
in  their  own  homes  for  the  disturbances  incidental  to 
these  occasions. 
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Another  matter  to  which  I have  called  the  attention 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  is  the  provision  of  an  hostel 
for  the  lodging  of  children  who  are  boarded  out.  This 
would  avoid  the  dangers  they  incur  of  being  placed 
with  unsuitable  persons  or  in  unsuitable  surroundings. 
Such  an  hostel  would  very  nearly  pay  its  way,  and  either 
this  or  some  scheme  whereby  the  Sanitary  Authority 
made  a contribution  towards  their  keep  in  suitable  homes 
would  be  a great  advantage  to  these  unfortunates  and  the 
community.  • 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


Water.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  deep 
walls  sunk  into  the  Red  sandstone  over  the  bunter  beds 
and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  It  is  useful  for 
all  purposes,  pure,  and  of  only  slight  hardness.  During 
the  past  year  the  amount  pumped  was  216,824,000 
gallons.  This  gives  an  amount  of  44.3  gallons  per  head 
per  day.  Of  this  quantity  14  gallons  per  head  is  used 
for  trade  purposes  leaving  just  over  30  gallons  per  head 
per  day  for  domestic  purposes. 


The  service  given  by  the  waterworks  is  constant. 
The  water  in  the  beds  of  sandstone  is  ample  for  present 
needs  but  is  being  tapped  by  several  Authorities  and  as 
the  amount  is  a limited  one,  and  the  arr  ount  required 
locally  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  near  future,  there  is 
great  danger  lest  the  limit  should  be  reached.  Already 
in  the  past  ten  years,  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  wells 
has  sunk  some  four  feet  showing  that  there  has  been 
a diminution  in  the  total  amount  in  the  resevoir  and  it 
may  be  necessary  to  drive  adits  to  maintain  an  ample 
supply. 
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An  attempt  is  being  made  by  the  Corporation  of 
Rotherham  to  obtain  powers  to  sink  wells  at  Bawtry 
which  will  draw  water  from  these  beds,  still  further 
reducing  the  amount  available  for  the  needs  of  this 
County.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  powers  will  not 
be  obtained  and  that  the  Corporation  of  East  Retford 
will  be  successful  in  opposing  this  taking  away  of  water 
from  a too  limited  County  supply. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  The  River  Idle  passes 
through  the  town.  In  former  days  this  waterway  was 
polluted  by  sewage  from  the  town  but  this  has  been 
steadily  diminished  by  connecting  up  the  house  drains 
with  the  sewers  and  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  no 
pollution  now. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  disposal 
works  are  situated  at  Bolham  and  the  method  in  use 
is  by  chemical  treatment  and  sedimentation  and  filtra- 
tion through  land.  Schone’s  method  of  raising  the 
sewage  from  the  main  is  used.  The  plant  is  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  town  at  present  and  for  some  time. 
Purification  is  thorough  and  the  effluent  is  innocuous  as 
shown  by  the  following  analysis. 
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ANALYSIS  OF 
RETFORD 


SAMPLES  FROM  THE 
SEWAOE  WORKS. 


Average  ot  c ude 
s-^wage  betweiMi  10H5 
a .111.  ard  2-30  p ni, 

EfHu-int  Poni 
sedimentation  , 
t ii.ks  .it  4 3'Jp  nt  1 

Effluent  from  the 
land  discharged 
into  R.  Idle  at 

8 p.m 

(In  gr  tins 

per  gal!,  n.  j 

Odour  when  received 

Foul,  urinous 

i 

Urinous 

none 

Odour  after  ten  days 

Putrid 

Putiitl 

■ 

none 

Solids  in  suspension 

51.2 

9,8 

.56 

Solids  in  solution 

58.8 

51.8 

41.3 

Ammonia  “ free  ” 

3.30 

1.61 

1.47 

Ammonia  “Albuminoid” 

0.84 

0.28 

0.07 

Chlorire  as  chloride 

11  19 

7.7 

7.4 

Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

none 

none 

0.3 

Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

none 

none 

minute  trace 

Iron  (as  Fe  0) 

(A)  in  solution 

0.28 

0.21 

1 

0.21 

(B)  in  suspension 

3.86 

0.28 

0.2 

Bacteriological  culture  at 
blood  heat  for  72  hrs  on 
neutral-red  bile-agar. 
Colonies  per  cubic  centi- 
metre 

i 

I 98 

1 _ 

1 

none 

I Bacillus  coli  Baeilhis  coli 
absent  i absent 


Microscopical  examination.  Organisms  found  in 
sediment.  Very  few  organisms,  Holophyra  ovum  and 
one  large  Colpoda  were  characteristic. 

The  Analyst  remarks  that  while  this  result  is  by  no 
means  unsatisfactory  from  the  sewage  point  of  view, 
from  the  farming  standpoint,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
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the  nitrate  and  the  greater  part  of  the  free  ammonia 
remaining  in  the  final  effluent,  valuable  manurial  sub- 
stances, cannot  be  utilised  by  passage  through  more 
arable  land. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Before  the  war  there 
was  a steady  conversion  of  privies  to  water  closets. 
This  was  suspended  to  some  extent  but  has  now  been 
resumed  and  nearly  completed.  The  figures  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  the  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 
Nearly  all  the  houses  in  the  town  are  provided  with 
movable  ashbins.  In  the  rural  hamlet  of  Little  Gringley 
there  are  middens. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  The  District  is  inspected 
regularly  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself ; 
for  details  see  the  Inspector’s  report. 

The  slaughter  houses  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  were  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition, 
some  from  structural  defects,  others  from  uncleanliness. 
Byelaws  were  made  in  1866  to  control  these  places  and 
in  1914  a new  draft  was  made  to  replace  them,  these 
however  where  held  up  during  the  war  and  this  year, 
the  byelaws  committee  have  considered  fresh  ones  which 
will  be  put  before  the  Council  for  adoption  and  then  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  confirmation. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  requirements  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  as  to  the  slaughter  houses  and  their 
condition  have  been  carried  out ; some  trouble  was 
experienced  with  three  but  this  is  being  overcome  with- 
out resort  to  prosecution. 
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Two  slaughter  houses  are  in  such  a defective  and 
unsatisfactory  structural  condition  that  their  abolition 
as  such  has  been  advised  and  is  under  consideiation. 

One  butcher  whose  premises  v/ere  unsatisfactory 
has  had  them  rebuilt  entirely,  others  have  undertaken 
structural  improvements  as  required. 


The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  by  no 
means  in  as  good  condition  as  they  should  be.  When 
it  is  considered  what  an  important  an  article  of  diet  is 
milk  and  how  easily  it  is  contaminated  and  the  dire 
effects  arising  therefrom,  this  is  a very  important  matter 
and  these  places  should  be  kept  much  cleaner  than  they 
are.  The  ventilation  too  is  not  as  free  as  it  should  be 
in  many  instances,  cows  require  fresh  air  as  much  as 
human  beings  to  keep  them  healthy.  There  are  many 
cowkeepers  who  would  not  think  of  allowing  their 
children  or  themselves  to  lack  fresh  air  but  who  think 
nothing  of  keeping  their  cows  penned  up  in  an  ill-ven- 
tilated cowshed  all  winter  except  for  an  hour  or  so 
daily.  There  are  some  who  do  not  get  even  that  amount 
and  are  never  out.  There  is  a belief  that  by  turning 
cows  out  in  cold  weather  the  amount  of  milk  they  give 
is  lessened.  This  has  been  proved  not  to  be  the  case, 
and  in  addition  that  the  cows  are  much  more  healthv 
for  the  fresh  air. 

Several  persons  have  been  found  to  be  keeping  cows 
and  selling  milk  who  are  not  registered  as  cowkeepers 
under  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  orders,  this 
is  illegal.  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  District  with 
respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  was  reported  on 
by  the  Inspector  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Canal  Boats  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Offensive  Trades.  These  are  carried  on  satis- 
factorily and  without  causing  a nuisance. 

Underground  Sleeping  Rooms.  There  are 
none  in  the  town  and  no  regulations  are  required  for 
them. 

Scliools.  The  sanitary  condition  is  good.  They 
have  been  fully  commented  on  in  my  report  as  School 
Medical  Officer. 


Food.  Milk  Supply.  This  is  supervised  as  to 
quality  by  the  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs  whose 
report  I append.  The  milk  is  brought  from  farms  and 
cowkeepers  not  far  away  from  the  town  and  is  not  so 
liable  to  pollution  as  much  of  the  milk  of  a large  town. 
There  are  a good  many  cowsheds  in  the  Borough  area 
and  these  are  controlled  by  bye-laws.  They  should  be 
kept  much  cleaner  than  they  are  to  ensure  a really  good 
standard  milk,  free  from  infection.  Especially  is  this 
the  case  in  those  cowsheds  where  the  cows  are  not 
habitually  turned  out  all  through  the  year.  There  is 
an  idea  that  if  the  sheds  are  limewashed  twice  during 
the  year,  it  is  sufficient,  but  the  bye-laws  state  that  it 
must  be  done  not  only  at  the  times  specihed  but  at  such 
other  times  as  may  be  necessary.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered how  easily  milk  is  infected  and  how  rapidly  the 
germs  of  infection  can  multiply  in  milk  and  what  havoc 
they  may  cause  when  administered  to  children  and 
others,  the  provision  of  a clean  pure  milk  is  seen  to  be 
most  important.  No  bacteriogical  examinations  of  the 
milk  have  been  made. 
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Meat.  The  inspection  of  the  meat,  both  in  the 
slaughter  houses  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  afterv/nrds 
when  exposed  for  sale,  is  carried  on  by  the  Meat 
Inspector,  a Veterinary  Surgeon.  He  also  reports  to  me 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  slaughter  houses.  There  is 
no  Public  Abattoir,  but  the  inspector  visits  the  different 
slaughter  houses  at  the  time  of  slaughter  as  often  as 
possible  and  sees  the  meat  before  removal  to  the  offal. 
Action  was  taken  under  Sec.  117  of  the  Public  Pl^alth 
Act,  1875,  on  14  occasions.  In  most  of  these,  the  meat 
was  surrendered  voluntarily  but  there  were  four  cases 
in  which  the  persons  exposing  the  meat  were  prosecuted 
and  a conviction  obtained.  There  were  seven  instances 
of  tuberculous  meat  seized  and  destroyed.  In  all  these 
the  surrender  was  voluntary. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  the  District  is  : 

In  1914  In  Jan.,  1920  In  Dec.,  1920 

Registered  ...  12  ...  11  ...  11 

Licenced  ...  6t  ■ • . 6t  ...  6t 

t Including  one  knacker’s  yard. 

Other  Foods.  One  lot  of  fish  and  two  lots  of 
butter  were  found  to  be  unwholesome  and  were  seized 
and  destroyed. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  is  good 
and  with  one  exception  they  are  well  kept.  In  one  case 
a notice  was  served  to  cleanse  and  was  complied  with. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  not 
powers  for  dealing  simply  with  registered  slaughter 
houses  which  are  not  kept  in  a good  condition.  To  deal 
with  these  as  nuisances  or  as  not  being  conducted  m ac- 
cordance with  bye-laws  when  the  offence  is  perpetual  or 
frequently  repeated  is  a cumbrous  method.  They 
should  be  licensed  for  a fixed  period  with  power  to  appeal 
for  non-renewal  of  the  licence  for  inadequate  reason  by 
the  Sanitary  Authority. 
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There  has  been  no  case  of  food  poisoning  in  the 
District  during  the  year. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  This  is  administered 
by  the  County  Council.  I append  a report  of  the 
Inspector  so  far  as  it  applies  to  this  District. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria.  Six  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year  all  of  whom  recovered.  The  origin 
could  not  be  discovered. 

Anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Sanitar}^  Authority  to 
medical  men  on  application.  There  are  also  arrange- 
ments whereby  throat  cultures  can  be  made. 

Scarlet  Fever.  An  epidemic  occurred  during  the 
later  months,  in  all  there  were  57  cases.  One  child 
died.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Ordsall  District 
but  no  part  of  the  town  was  exempt.  Thirty  five  were 
removed  to  the  Hospital. 

It  was  found  on  investigation  that  some  of  the 
children  had  been  suffering  from  sore  throat  for  some 
days  prior  to  being  seen  by  a doctor  and  during  this 
period  they  were  not  isolated,  infection  of  other  chil- 
dren was  thus  easily  brought  about. 

Erysipelas.  There  there  24  cases  notified.  Some 
of  these  were  merely  septic  sores  with  some  inflammation 
around  them. 

Poliomyelitis.  There  was  one  case  notified  by  a 
medical  man  in  London  as  being  a resident  here.  The 
child’s  parents  had  given  a Retford  address  but  stayed 
only  one  night  and  were  gone  the  following  day. 

Pneumonia  occurred  in  52  cases.  These  were 
both  primary  and  influenzal,  25  were  in  persons  below 
the  age  of  15.  There  were  12  deaths  from  this  cause. 
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Malaria  was  notified  in  20  cases.  All  these  were 
in  soldiers  who  had  been  abroad.  None  was  fatal. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  as  notified  is 
visited  and  enquiries  made  with  a view  to  determining 
the  origin  of  the  case  and  also  to  find  any  contacts. 
Removal  is  effected  in  scarlet  fever  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  in  all  cases  where  it  is  necessary. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  branch  of  the  Public  Health  is  not  undertaken 
directly  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  but  by  a voluntary 
society  known  as  the  Ladies  Health  Association.  It 
has  been  in  existence  for  a number  of  years  and  has 
done  and  is  doing  very  good  work.  There  is  a centre 
where  infant  consultations  are  held  and  classes  for 
mothers  are  given.  Until  recently  the  infant  consulta- 
tions were  held  by  a panel  of  the  medical  men  in  the 
town  but  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  system  was  changed 
and  one  man  appointed,  and  weekly  consultations  held. 
There  is  a Health  Visitor  employed  by  the  Society  who 
visits  all  the  newly  born  except  when  desired  not  to  do 
so  by  the  Medical  man  in  charge  of  the  case.  She  also 
visits  the  children  up  to  school  age. 

The  midwives  in  the  town  are  inspected  by  the 
Inspector  of  the  Supervising  Authority  which  is  the 
County  Council. 

Milk  has  been  granted  to  Nursing  mothers  and 
infants  under  the  Orders  of  1919.  In  all  cases  it  must 
be  applied  for  by  the  parents  who  have  to  fill  in  a form 
of  particulars  stating  total  income,  number  of  children, 
etc.,  a copy  is  appended.  Each  application  is  considered 
by  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  an  order  made,  if 
thought  fit,  for  a limited  period,  after  which  the  case 
is  reconsidered.  In  cases  of  emergency,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  makes  an  order  which  is  valid  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee. 
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During  the  year  milk  has  been  granted  to  27  per- 
sons. The  total  amount  of  milk  thus  distributed  was 
Number  of  pints,  1950^  ; Cost, 

Sanitary  Accommodation.  (1)  Staff.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 

The  general  inspection  of  the  District  is  done  by 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  is  also  the  Borough 
Surveyor, 

He  is  assisted,  especially  in  respect  of  appeals 
against  rent  increases,  in  the  inspection  of  house  defects 
by  the  late  Surveyor  and  Inspector  now  retired  but 
retained  for  this  purpose,  clerical  assistance  is  provided 
[n  the  Sanitary  Office. 

Meat  and  Slaughter  houses  are  inspected  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  who  is  appointed  an  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  for  the  particular  purpose. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  are  inspected  by  a 
special  Inspector,  the  same  inspects  the  Canal  Boats. 

(2)  The  following  are  the  adoptive  Acts  in  force 
in  the  District : Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890; 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 ; Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  Sect.  36  and  38  only  ; 
The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

There  are  Bye-laws  regulating  Slaughterhouses ; 
Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  and  Dairies ; The  Prevention  of 
Nuisances;  The  Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings;  The 
Playing  Field  ; New  Buildings. 

Housing.  The  housing  accommodation  in  the 
town  is  insufficient  for  the  population  and  the  scheme 
of  which  I spoke  in  my  last  report  is  on  the  way  to 
completion.  Delays  have  occurred  but  80  houses  have 
been  commenced  and  15  have  been  completed  and  are 
occupied. 
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Overcrowding  does  occur  and  is  due  to  the  shortage 
of  houses,  I hope  that  wh(m  the  scheme  is  completed 
this  state  of  affairs  will  be  terminated. 

Many  of  the  houses  are  below  the  standard  demand- 
ed by  present  day  ideals  and  others  are  definitely  unfit 
to  dwell  in.  The  Sanitary  Committee  have  visited  all 
parts  of  the  town  and  seen  for  themselves  what  houses 
are  unfit.  Representations  have  also  been  made  as  to 
the  best  method  of  dealing  with  them  and  the  areas  in 
which  they  are  found. 

it  is  impossible  to  do  anything  until  the  immediate 
shortage  of  houses  has  been  dealt  with,  as  unfit  houses 
cannot  be  closed  until  there  is  accommodation  for  the 
displaced  population  and  this  will  not  be  until  late  next 
year. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  The  factories  and 
workshops  are  as  a rule  well  kept  and  in  good  sanitary 
condition.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 
There  are  a few  outworkers,  lists  of  these  should  be  sent 
in  by  the  employers  every  year  and  this  is  not  done  as 
regularly  as  it  should  be.  No  case  of  infectious  disease 
has  occurred  amongst  outworkers  during  the  year. 

No  industrial  disease  occurred. 

A table  will  be  found  appended  giving  the  results 
of  inspection  in  tabular  form. 


I am  Gentlemen, 


Retford, 

April,  1921. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

HANWAY  R.  BEALE. 
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TABLE  OF 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  EAST  RETFORD  M.B.  IN  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total.  ! 

ALL  CAUSES  (Civilians  onl^O 

85 

06 

151 

! 1 

Enteric  fever 

a 

? 2 

Small  pox  ... 

il 

d 

3 

Measles 

4 

4 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

5 

Whoopinn’  Cough  ... 

. . . 

i 

6 

Diphtheria  ... 

. . . 

i 

7 

Influenza 

1 

1 1 

8 

Erysipelas  ... 

. . . 

1 

1 1 

9 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ... 

6 

5 

11  1 

10 

Tuberculous  meningitis  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

O 

0 

> • . 

3 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

11 

10 

21 

13 

Rheumatic  fever  ... 

♦ . . 

1 

1 

14 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

15 

Organic  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

16 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 

11 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

/ 

5 

12 

18 

Other  respiratory  disease 

2 

•> 

4 

19 

Diarrhoea 

. . • 

4 

4 1 

20 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . • 

« « » 

. . . 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

• • • 

1 

1 1 

2h 

L Alcoholism 

• • • 

• • • 

, , , 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease  .. 

1 

2 

3 

23 

Puerperal  fever 

. . , 

. . . 

24 

Parturition 

■ • • 

2 

o 

w 

25 

Congenial  Debility 

5 

3 

8 i 

26 

Violence 

2 

2 

4 

27 

Suicide 

1 

... 

1 

28 

Other  defined  diseases 

29 

19 

48 

29 

Cause  illdefined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

... 

Cerobro  spinal  fever 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

... 

Infants  under  one  year 

11 

14 

rc 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  

168 

172 

340 

1 

Legitimate 

156 

161 

317 

1 

Illegitimate 

12 

11 

23 

Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1920. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1920. 
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Annua?  Report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Housing  Officer. 


NOTES. 

652  inspections  and  re-inspections,  principally  in 
connection  with  drainage  and  conversion  of  privies  into 
water  closets,  entailing  a considerable  amount  of  work 
in  testing  old  drains  and  searching  for  defects  including 
also  inspection  of  factories,  workshops,  slaughter  houses, 
(special  note  on  slaughterhouses),  houses  as  to  condition 
and  alleged  overcrowding,  schools,  house  refuse,  manure 
accumulations,  keeping  of  swine  and  other  animals, 
dangerous  structures  and  investigation  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease.* 

85  Water  tests  and  visits  during  the  construction 
of  house  drains  and  water  closets. 

60  Smoke  tests  of  last  and  shaft  joints  upon  com- 
pletion of  house  drains  and  water  closets. 

24  new  buildings  during  progress. 

Population  (census,  1911)  13,386. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Premises  which,  al- 
though connected  to  new  sewers,  have  still  privy  instead 
of  water  closet  accommodation  : Pails  15,  Privies  2. 

Premises  within  drainage  area  still  unconnected 
with  new  sewers,  having  privy  accommodation  : Pails 
23,  Privy  midden  11. 

Drainage  and  Conversion  Progress,  1920. 


Houses  connected  to  new  sewers  ...  ...  21 

Sewage  drains  laid,  approved  and  tested  ...ft.  1805 
No.  of  sewage  gullies  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  intercepting  traps  ...  ...  10 

,,  vent  shafts  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  inspection  chambers  ..,  ,..  31 
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No.  of  W.C.’s  connected  ...  ...  34 

,,  privies  abolished  ...  ...  12 

,,  pails  abolished  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage  of  new  property,  Hallcroft  Road,  not  in- 
cluded. Figures  not  yet  to  hand. 

Total  houses  within  drainage  area,  Dec.  31st,  1920  3126 
Total  houses  connected  ...  ...  3078 


11  ouses  vet  to  be  connected  ...  ...  48 


Drainage  Conversions. 


Houses 

Privies  and  pail 

Year 

connected 

closets  abolished 

1902 

367 

149 

1903 

228 

76 

1904 

215 

147 

1905 

313 

116 

1906 

252 

174 

1907 

332 

224 

1908 

251 

179 

1909 

203 

177 

1910 

202 

147 

1911 

115 

78 

1912 

218 

204 

1913 

198 

215 

1914 

45 

44 

1915 

53 

59 

1916 

24 

28 

1917 

21 

8 

1918 

1919 

13 

8 

1920 

21 

14 

No.  of  dust  bins  (approx.)  2220. 
No.  of  houses  in  Boro’  3250. 


R.  E.  WILSON, 

Assoc.  R.  San  I, 
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Report  of  Inspector  of  Meat. 


To  the  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  and 
COUNCILLORS  of  the  Borough  of  East  Retford.  • 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
first  annual  report  on  the  Inspection  of  Meat  in  the 
Borough. 

I have  inspected  the  Butcher’s  and  Fishmonger’s 
Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses  once  and  sometimes  twice 
weekly,  and  found  the  meat  that  had  been  killed  in  the 
Borough  and  the  fish  exposed  for  sale  of  the  best 
quality. 

The  Frozen  and  Chilled  Meat  exposed  for  sale  was 
on  the  whole  quite  satisfactory,  a warning  to  one  of  the 
Managers  with  reference  to  a few  cases  of  Frozen  Rab- 
bits and  other  imported  tinned  food,  being  sufficient  to 
ensure  the  future  supplies  being  satisfactory. 

I mention  here  that  the  Slaughter  Houses  in  which 
such  a good  class  of  Meat  is  killed,  are  on  the  whole 
very  unsatisfactory  and  not  likely  to  help  to  the  good 
keeping  of  Meat,  especially  in  hot  weather. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself  made  a 
thorough  inspection  of  all  the  Slaughter  Houses  at  the 
request  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  July,  and  our 
report  is  now  before  the  Committee  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  discussion. 

The  inspection  of  Meat  could  be  much  improved 
upon  if  some  special  clause  could  be  inserted  in  the 
Borough  Bye-laws  restricting  the  hours  for  the  slaughter- 
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ing  of  animals,  and  requiring  persons  to  give  the  Meat 
Inspector  three  hours’  notice  of  their  intention  to 
slaughter  animals  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inspecting  the  carcases  before  they  were  re- 
moved from  the  Slaughter  House,  and  no  slaughtering 
should  be  allowed  except  on  registered  or  licenced 
premises,  and  that  all  animals  shall  be  stunned  before 
they  are  bled,  by  a humane  instrument,  other  than  a 
pole-axe  or  club,  which  can  be  operated  mechanically, 
and  which  is  suitable  and  sufficient  to  produce  the  im- 
mediate and  effectual  stunning  of  animals  upon  which 
it  is  used. 

All  animals  to  be  screened  off  from  their  fellows 
when  being  slaughtered  and  while  awaiting  slaughter, 
shall  be  kept  as  far  as  possible  from  any  contact  with 
the  sights  and  smells  of  the  Slaughter  House  itself. 

The  Shops  could  be  improved  upon  and  all  Meat 
exposed  for  sale  by  the  retailers  to  be  behind  glass 
windows,  and  it  should  be  an  offence  for  the  public  to 
handle  Meat  before  purchase. 

Two  cases  of  Cysticerci  ” Measley  Pork  were 
reported  and  after  careful  inspection  were  condemned 
and  destroyed  with  the  owner’s  approval. 

Two  lots  of  imported  Butter  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  food,  and  destroyed. 

I have  also  inspected  at  the  Cattle  Market  several 
carcases,  and  passed  fit  for  human  food. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

iffitford,  THOMAS  T.  BATTY,  M.R.C.V.S. 


November,  1920. 


NOTTS.  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Weights  and  Measures  Office, 

Shire  Hall, 


Nottingham. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  favour  of  the  28th  of  last 
month  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  undermentioned 
particulars  relating  to  samples  of  h'oods  and  Drugs 
taken  in  the  Iffirough  of  East  Retford  under  the  “ Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.” 

The  samples  marked  thus  were  taken  at  the 
request  of  the  Coroner  for  South  Notts.,  owing  to  several 
cases  of  poisoning  in  the  A^Iansheld  District. 


Butter  1 

Lard  1 

Coffee  1 

Margarine  1 

Malt  Vinegar  1 

New  Milk  151 

Cocoa  Essence  1 

/^‘Self  Raising  Flour  1 

m Baking  Powder  1 

No  trace ! "^Currant  Cake  1 

of  Arsenic  ! ^Etrawb’ry&Gooseb’ry  jam  1 
j ^Raisins  1 

'■^Currants  1 


I am.  Dear  Sir, 


^ All  genuine 


J 


Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  CRABTREE, 


Dr.  Hanway  R.  Beale,  M.D., 


Chief  Inspector. 


Med 


real 


Officer  of  Health, 
Bridgegate  House, 

Retford,  Notts. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912—1913. 


To  the  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  and 
COUNCILLORS  of  the  Roroagh  of  East  Retford. 


Weights  and  Measures  Office, 

Plxchange  Street, 

Retford. 


October  30th,  1920. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  as  Shops  Act 
Inspector  that  during  the  past  year  the  Shops  and 
Licensed  Premises  have  been  visited  within  the  Borough, 
Ordsall  included,  and  a number  of  tours  of  inspection 
and  supervision  made  on  Wednesda}^  afternoons. 

There  has  been  one  prosecution  against  the  Vincent 
Fine  Art  Pottery  Co.,  Burslem,  Staffs.,  for  selling  Pot- 
tery in  the  Corn  Exchange  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
February  18th,  1920.  The  case  was  heard  before  the 
Borough  Magistrates  on  March  29th,  1920,  and  the 
defendants  were  convicted  and  fined  ^5,  including  costs. 
This  was  their  second  offence. 

No  complaints  requiring  investigation  have  beexU 
received  by  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  E.  CRABTREE. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  arid  1884. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  and 
Highways  Committee  of  the  Town  Council 
of  the  Borough  of  East  Retford. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  inspected  about  all  the  Boats  on  the 
register  during  the  year.  We  have  had  no  Boats  broken 
up  this  year.  One  new  Boat  has  been  registered  to 
Furley  & Co.,  Gainsboro’ ; and  two  changed  owners, 
and  licenses  transferred ; the  remaining  Boats  are  in 
good  condition. 

LODGING  HOUSE. 


I have  made  the  usual  inspections  in  the  Autumn 
and  spring.  The  limewashing  and  cleaning  was  done 
in  April ; the  living  kitchen  is  done  more  often.  I 
have  no  complaint  to  make.  The  house  is  kept  very 
clean. 


Yours  obediently. 


RICHARD  GIBSON. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1920,  for  the  Borough  of  East  Retford, 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

F^actories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  & Hoitiework 


1.  inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

Jnciiiding'  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Insi)ectors 
of  Nuisances, 


Wemises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections, 

(2) 

Written 

K otices 
(3) 

Prosecutions 

(^) 

FACTORIES 

(Ineladiiig'  Factories  Laundries) 

18 

G 

WORKSHOPS 

(Including  Workshop  liaundries) 
WORKPLACES  . . 

Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
inclutled  iu  Part  3 of  this 
Report) 

2 

1 

TOT  A I,  . . 1 

1 

2.  Defects  found  in  Workshops,  Factories,  and  Workshops. 


Particulars, 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Piihlic  Health  Acts  ; — f 
Waut  of  Cleanliness  . , 

2 

2 

Want  of  Yentilatioii  , , 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

g ^ i insuflicient 

accoinmodluou  uiisuit’ ble  or  defecti’e 
f not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

3 

2 

Offences  under  Factory  d’  Workshoj)  Acts  : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouses  (s  101) 

Preach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  bakehouse  (ss.  97  to  100) 
Other  offences  (Excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  report) 

Total 

9 

b i 

+ lucluaing  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 ot  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 

remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


East  Retford. 
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MATERNITY  ® CHILD  WELFARE. 


Name  

Address 


Date 


Occupation 

Permanent  ? Temporary 

Total  Weekly  Wages 

Name  of  Employer 

Number  of  Children  Ages 

Amount  earned  by  Children  (if  any) 

Lodgers  (if  any) 

Weekly  rent 

Daily  quantity  of  Milk  taken  now  

Any  other  remarks  as  to  otlier  Earnings,  Bonuses,  Pregnancy,  &c  : 


I hereby  apply  for  an  allowance  of  Milk  from  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  and  certify  that  the  above  state- 
ments are  true. 


Any  person  knowingly  making  a false  answer  to  any  of  the  foregoing 
(jiiestions  will  be  liable  to  prosecution  under  Section  5 of  the  Perjury 
Act,  1911. 


X 
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APPENDICES. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

1.  GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  popiilatioii 

(2)  Greiieral  death-rate 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

(-1)  111  fa  utile  morality 

(0)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  oE  working-class  dwelling-houses 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2.  UNFIT  DWELLING-MOUSES. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  nunibm'  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Eubiic  Health  or  Housing- 
defects 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  -which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Eegulations,  1910 

' 3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  untit  for 
for  human  habitation  . , 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  to  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


1336  1 
1 1.3 
0.82 
67.6 
3256 
2479 
19 


247 


26 


56 


Ih'oceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

('  1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  35 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  - . . . . . . . . 35 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . 30 

(b)  Ijy  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 
Improvement  Scbemes  under  (a)  Part  L,  or  (b)  Part  1 1 , of 
tlie  Act  of  1890 ; . . . . . . Beardsall’s  row 

(1)  Name  of  Area  . . . . . . Canal  Street 

(2'-  Acreage  . . . . . . . . 4 roods 

(;1)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 
(4)  Number  of  wau'king-class  persons  to  be  displaced  . . 

4.-  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
bye-laws  erected  with,  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section 
^5  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919 


none 


